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Defense Business and Industry

India and France to finalize historic Rafale-
Marine jet deal on April 28.

20-Apr-25

India and France are set to finalize a historic defense
deal for the procurement of 26 Rafale Marine fighter
jets for the Indian Navy on April 28, 2025, following
approval from the Cabinet Committee on Security. This
government-to-government agreement, valued at over
Rs 63,000 crore, includes 22 single-seater and four
twin-seater jets, along with comprehensive support for
maintenance, training, and indigenous manufacturing.
The addition of these advanced 4.5-generation aircraft
will enhance India’s naval capabilities, particularly in
light of China's growing military presence in the Indian
Ocean. The deal signifies a deepening Indo-French
defense partnership and aligns with India's strategic
objectives to modernize its military and reduce reliance
on older Russian systems, reinforcing its position as a
key maritime force in the Indo-Pacific.

India Delivers Second BrahMos Battery,
Boosting Philippines’ Defense

20-Apr-25

India has successfully delivered the second of three
BrahMos missile batteries to the Philippines, enhancing
the latter's coastal defense capabilities under a $370
million contract signed in 2022. This delivery follows
the first battery's successful airlift in April 2024 and
demonstrates India's commitment to defense exports
amid global supply chain challenges. The BrahMos
system, celebrated for its supersonic speed and
precision, is a testament to India's advancing defense
industry, aligning with the Make in India initiative.
Additionally, Filipino troops are being trained to ensure
operational readiness, reflecting the growing defense
partnership between India and the Philippines as both
nations modernize their military capabilities.

Dynamatic and Deutsche Aircraft Unveil
D328eco Assembly Line in India

20-Apr-25

Dynamatic Technologies and Deutsche Aircraft have
inaugurated the assembly line for the D328eco
turboprop aircraft in Bangalore, marking a significant
stride in India's aerospace sector. This joint venture
reflects India's commitment to the "Make in India"
initiative, enhancing sustainable aviation through
international collaboration. The assembly line not only
symbolizes advanced engineering capabilities but also
strengthens the strategic partnership between India
and the EU, particularly with Germany. This
development is expected to foster high-skilled
employment, technology transfer, and a robust supply
chain, contributing to a greener aviation future and
reinforcing India's position in global aerospace
innovation.

India's HEAUV Program Advances with
Successful Development Trials

20-Apr-25

India’s DRDO has successfully tested its High
Endurance Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (HEAUV),
which is designed for missions including anti-
submarine warfare and mine countermeasures,
emphasizing its capability to operate in contested
waters without risking human life. The HEAUV,
approximately 10 meters long with a diving capacity of
300 meters, features advanced sonar systems and a
low power radar for surveillance. The Indian Navy aims
to procure at least eight HEAUVs, augmenting its
capabilities amid delays in submarine procurements.
Additionally, the Navy is progressing with plans to
acquire 12 extra-large unmanned underwater vehicles
(XLUUVs), showcasing India's commitment to
indigenization and modernization of its naval forces.
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NSIL Collaborates with Private Firms to
Boost Ground Station Network

20-Apr-25

NSIL is set to collaborate with private players to
establish a network of around 25 advanced ground
stations featuring dual-band and tri-band antennas for
satellite communication, with full completion expected
within 20 months. This initiative aims to enhance India's
satellite communication capabilities, aligning with the
government's goal to increase its share in the global
commercial space market from 2% to 8% by 2033. By
opening ground operations to private entities through a
GSaaS model, NSIL is not only promoting private sector
participation but also addressing challenges like
regulatory clarity and technology transfer, bolstering
India's position in the global space economy. This
strategic move underscores India's commitment to
expanding its space infrastructure and fostering
innovation.

Taiwan's DronesVision Denies Ties to
Pakistan Military Firm

20-Apr-25

DronesVision, a Taiwanese drone manufacturer, firmly
denied any business engagement with USMS, a
company linked to the Pakistan Air Force, amidst
reports of potential dealings regarding military drones.
The statement emphasized Taiwan's strict export
controls and the prohibition of sales to certain nations,
including Pakistan, underscoring the geopolitical
sensitivities involving India and Pakistan. This denial
highlights the ongoing challenges in the defense sector,
particularly concerning unauthorized representations
and the risks of misattributing military associations.
With Pakistan significantly investing in drone warfare,
the situation reflects the intricate dynamics of
international defense collaborations and the vigilance
required in compliance with export regulations.

India’s Affordable Artillery Ammunition
Disrupts Global Defense Market

20-Apr-25

India is emerging as a competitive force in the global
defense sector, particularly in artillery ammunition,
offering 155 mm shells at $300 to $400, significantly
undercutting European prices of $3,000. Indian firms,
bolstered by the "Make in India" initiative, are also
producing howitzers at around $3 million, attracting
interest from budget-conscious nations in Africa,
Southeast Asia, and Latin America. Despite challenges
such as perceptions of quality and complex export
regulations, India's affordability and non-aligned foreign

policy position it as a desirable supplier in a fragmented
geopolitical landscape, reshaping the global arms trade
while meeting rising global demand for cost-effective
military solutions.

IAF and DRDO Develop Stratospheric
Airship for Enhanced Defense

20-Apr-25

The Indian Air Force (IAF), collaborating with the
Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO), is exploring the development of a stratospheric
airship equipped with advanced infrared detection
systems to enhance India's aerial surveillance and
defense capabilities. This airship, operational at
altitudes of 20-50 km, aims to detect stealth aircraft
and serve as an early warning system against missile
threats, complementing other IAF initiatives like
dedicated military satellites and High-Altitude Pseudo-
Satellites. As adversaries like China and Pakistan
advance in stealth technology, this initiative represents
a significant step in India's strategic shift towards a
robust Space Force, potentially bolstering its multi-
layered air defense network and ensuring
comprehensive border coverage.

HAL Seeks CCS Nod for IMRH to Modernize

Mi-17 Fleet

20-Apr-25

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is set to seek
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) approval for its
Indian Multi-Role Helicopter (IMRH) program aimed at
replacing the aging Mi-17 fleet by 2032. The IMRH, a
versatile 13-tonne helicopter, will enhance India's rotary-
wing capabilities with tailored variants for the Army, Air
Force, and Navy. Expected orders could reach up to 150
for the Army and 100-120 for the Air Force, while the
Navy plans for 40-50 specialized units. Development
costs are projected at ¥10,000-12,000 crore, with
indigenous content targeted at 65-70%, aligning with
the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative to boost self-reliance
in defense manufacturing.

IAF Calls for MoD's Full Support for
Collaborative Combat Aircraft

Program

20-Apr-25

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has urged the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) to fully support a Collaborative Combat
Aircraft (CCA) program, following HAL's initiative
integrating autonomous drones with manned fighters to
enhance combat capabilities. Facing a declining fleet
with only 31 of the sanctioned 42 squadrons
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operational, the IAF aims to modernize its forces
amidst delays in indigenous projects like the Tejas
MkTA. The envisioned fleet of 200-300 cost-effective
CCAs could significantly improve India's air warfare
capabilities, especially along the Line of Actual Control
with China and the Line of Control with Pakistan, while
aligning with the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative for
indigenous development.

India's FICV Program Moves to Technical
Evaluation Stage

20-Apr-25

India's Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicle (FICV)
program is progressing into the Technical Evaluation
Committee stage, marking a significant step in the
modernization of the Indian Army. Set to replace the
older BMP-2/2K fleet, the FICVs will enhance firepower,
mobility, and battlefield integration under the Make in
India initiative, emphasizing indigenous development.
They will support various operations across diverse
terrains, align with modern warfare requirements, and
include advanced technologies such as unmanned
systems and network-centric capabilities. This initiative
underscores India's commitment to enhancing its
strategic defense capabilities and achieving self-
reliance in military production, ensuring the Army is
well-equipped to address both conventional and hybrid
threats effectively.

Saras MKk2 Set for 2027 Maiden Flight with
Enhanced Safety Features

20-Apr-25

India's Saras Mk2 program is set to make its maiden
flight by December 2027, featuring enhanced safety and
performance improvements over its predecessor.
Following a tragic setback in 2009, the program
resumed in 2016, focusing on redesigning wings and
relocating engines. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited will
manufacture the aircraft, with the IAF planning to
acquire 15 units for troop transport and medical
evacuation roles. The Saras Mk2, now with a 19-seat
configuration, aligns with India's 'Atmanirbhar Bharat'
initiative, emphasizing domestic aerospace capabilities
and reducing reliance on foreign technology, thereby
strengthening India's defense and civilian aviation
sectors.

India Set to Finalize 6th-Gen Fighter
Engine Deal Soon, Says DRDO

20-Apr-25

India is on the verge of finalizing a crucial partnership
for the development of a sixth-generation fighter jet

engine, with a deal expected within the next three
months. Dr. Samir V. Kamat, Chairman of DRDO,
emphasized the importance of this collaboration with
four international aerospace firms, aiming to enhance
India's military aviation capabilities. The advanced
engine, targeted to produce 110-130 kN of thrust, will
incorporate Variable Cycle Engine technology for
improved performance. This initiative, part of the
broader AMCA program, is pivotal in establishing India
as a leader in aerospace technology and ensuring
competitiveness against global peers like the U.S. and
China.

Defense Policy and Budgeting

Manipur Launches Verification of Arms
Licences for Safety

20-Apr-25

The Manipur government has initiated a verification
process for arms licence holders and dealers,
instructing district administrations to examine their
documents. The Commissioner (Home) has mandated
compliance, warning that failure to do so may result in
license penalties or cancellations. Additionally, the
Manipur Police have required those in Kangpokpi
district to submit self-attested copies of their licences
by April 25 for verification. This move aims to enhance
public safety and ensure responsible gun ownership,
reflecting a proactive approach by the state to manage
arms control effectively amidst regional tensions.
Overall, these measures underscore the government's
commitment to maintaining law and order and ensuring
accountability among arms licence holders.

Geopolitics and Security Alliances

MEA slams Pakistan for misusing OIC
before Modi's Saudi summit

20-Apr-25

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) condemned
Pakistan for its continued misuse of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) platform ahead of Prime
Minister Modi's visit to Saudi Arabia. Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri criticized Pakistan's longstanding habit of
exploiting the OIC, emphasizing India's commitment to
addressing these issues with fellow member states.
Modi's visit, marking his first during his third term,
underscores the strengthening partnership between
India and Saudi Arabia, especially following the recent
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State Visit of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to
New Delhi. This strategic engagement highlights India's
proactive diplomacy in countering misinformation and
bolstering alliances in the region.

Russia and Ukraine Trade Accusations Over
Easter Ceasefire Violations

20-Apr-25

Russia and Ukraine are embroiled in accusations over a
recently declared Easter ceasefire, with both sides
claiming the other violated the truce. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy asserted that Russian
assaults continued unabated, undermining trust in
Moscow's commitment to peace. Russia's Defense
Ministry countered by highlighting over a thousand
supposed violations by Ukraine, including numerous
drone attacks. Zelenskyy proposed a longer,
unconditional ceasefire to foster genuine confidence,
reflecting skepticism towards Russia's intentions. The
situation illustrates the ongoing volatility of the conflict
and the challenges faced in achieving a meaningful
resolution, as both sides remain steadfast in their
military postures while engaging in diplomatic rhetoric.

Ukraine and Russia conduct major POW
swap involving over 500
individuals.

20-Apr-25

Ukraine and Russia successfully conducted a prisoner
swap involving over 500 individuals, marking a
significant moment since the onset of the invasion in
2022. Ukrainian President Zelenskiy confirmed the
return of 277 Ukrainian service personnel, while Russia
received 246 servicemen, along with additional
wounded soldiers from both sides. This exchange
highlights the ongoing conflict and the humanitarian
efforts taking place, with the United Arab Emirates
playing a mediating role. Such negotiations not only
reflect the complexities of wartime diplomacy but also
underscore the importance of international cooperation
in crisis resolution, emphasizing the need for sustained
dialogues to address the broader implications of the
conflict.

Milipol India 2025 to Boost Global Security
Partnerships

20-Apr-25

Milipol India 2025 is set to enhance global security
collaborations, bringing together officials, industry
leaders, and security experts from over 10 nations,
including India and France. The event will showcase
advancements in areas like cybersecurity and counter-

terrorism, emphasizing India's strategic ties with
France. High-profile attendees will reinforce bilateral
cooperation, and live demonstrations will highlight new
technologies. This premier international platform aims
to foster innovation, shape homeland security
discussions, and strengthen partnerships, reflecting a
commitment to addressing evolving security challenges
and ensuring a safer future in the Indo-Pacific region.

Tejas vs. FA-50: Corruption Allegations
Cloud Procurement Battles

20-Apr-25

The competition between India's LCA Tejas and South
Korea's FA-50 in Malaysia and Egypt has been marred
by allegations of corruption. Despite the Tejas
showcasing advanced capabilities like AESA radar and
compatibility with diverse weaponry, its export
prospects are hindered by perceptions of it being less
battle-tested. In contrast, allegations of bribery
surrounding the FA-50 procurement processes in
Malaysia and Egypt highlight a troubling trend of
systemic corruption influencing defense deals. This
situation underscores India's commitment to self-
reliance and transparency in defense procurement,
contrasting with the short-term, often corrupt practices
observed in these nations that prioritize elite interests
over national welfare.

Military Operations

Indian Navy Conducts Joint Maritime Drills
with African Forces in Tanzania
20-Apr-25

The Indian Navy conducted significant exercises,
including the Africa India Key Maritime Engagement
(AIKEYME) 2025 in Tanzania and Exercise Tiger
Triumph 2025, showcasing India's commitment to
enhancing regional security through international
collaboration. During AIKEYME, naval forces from
multiple African nations participated alongside India,
focusing on anti-piracy operations and maritime
cooperation, which aligns with Prime Minister Modi's
vision of mutual growth across regions. Parallelly,
Exercise Tiger Triumph involved joint humanitarian
assistance operations with the United States, further
promoting interoperability and operational
effectiveness. Both exercises reinforce India's strategic
partnerships, exemplifying the essence of cooperation
and unity in addressing regional maritime challenges
while enhancing security and goodwill among
participating nations. This dual engagement illustrates
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https://wa.me/?text=%2ARussia%20and%20Ukraine%20Trade%20Accusations%20Over%20Easter%20Ceasefire%20Violations%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0ARussia%20and%20Ukraine%20are%20embroiled%20in%20accusations%20over%20a%20recently%20declared%20Easter%20ceasefire%2C%20with%20both%20sides%20claiming%20the%20other%20violated%20the%20truce.%20Ukrainian%20President%20Volodymyr%20Zelenskyy%20asserted%20that%20Russian%20assaults%20continued%20unabated%2C%20undermining%20trust%20in%20Moscow%27s%20commitment%20to%20peace.%20Russia%27s%20Defense%20Ministry%20countered%20by%20highlighting%20over%20a%20thousand%20supposed%20violations%20by%20Ukraine%2C%20including%20numerous%20drone%20attacks.%20Zelenskyy%20proposed%20a%20longer%2C%20unconditional%20ceasefire%20to%20foster%20genuine%20confidence%2C%20reflecting%20skepticism%20towards%20Russia%27s%20intentions.%20The%20situation%20illustrates%20the%20ongoing%20volatility%20of%20the%20conflict%20and%20the%20challenges%20faced%20in%20achieving%20a%20meaningful%20resolution%2C%20as%20both%20sides%20remain%20steadfast%20in%20their%20military%20postures%20while%20engaging%20in%20diplomatic%20rhetoric.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
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https://wa.me/?text=%2AUkraine%20and%20Russia%20conduct%20major%20POW%20swap%20involving%20over%20500%20individuals.%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AUkraine%20and%20Russia%20successfully%20conducted%20a%20prisoner%20swap%20involving%20over%20500%20individuals%2C%20marking%20a%20significant%20moment%20since%20the%20onset%20of%20the%20invasion%20in%202022.%20Ukrainian%20President%20Zelenskiy%20confirmed%20the%20return%20of%20277%20Ukrainian%20service%20personnel%2C%20while%20Russia%20received%20246%20servicemen%2C%20along%20with%20additional%20wounded%20soldiers%20from%20both%20sides.%20This%20exchange%20highlights%20the%20ongoing%20conflict%20and%20the%20humanitarian%20efforts%20taking%20place%2C%20with%20the%20United%20Arab%20Emirates%20playing%20a%20mediating%20role.%20Such%20negotiations%20not%20only%20reflect%20the%20complexities%20of%20wartime%20diplomacy%20but%20also%20underscore%20the%20importance%20of%20international%20cooperation%20in%20crisis%20resolution%2C%20emphasizing%20the%20need%20for%20sustained%20dialogues%20to%20address%20the%20broader%20implications%20of%20the%20conflict.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AMilipol%20India%202025%20to%20Boost%20Global%20Security%20Partnerships%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AMilipol%20India%202025%20is%20set%20to%20enhance%20global%20security%20collaborations%2C%20bringing%20together%20officials%2C%20industry%20leaders%2C%20and%20security%20experts%20from%20over%2010%20nations%2C%20including%20India%20and%20France.%20The%20event%20will%20showcase%20advancements%20in%20areas%20like%20cybersecurity%20and%20counter-terrorism%2C%20emphasizing%20India%27s%20strategic%20ties%20with%20France.%20High-profile%20attendees%20will%20reinforce%20bilateral%20cooperation%2C%20and%20live%20demonstrations%20will%20highlight%20new%20technologies.%20This%20premier%20international%20platform%20aims%20to%20foster%20innovation%2C%20shape%20homeland%20security%20discussions%2C%20and%20strengthen%20partnerships%2C%20reflecting%20a%20commitment%20to%20addressing%20evolving%20security%20challenges%20and%20ensuring%20a%20safer%20future%20in%20the%20Indo-Pacific%20region.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
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India's proactive role in maintaining maritime stability
and fostering collaborative solutions in the Indian
Ocean region.

Delhi to Host Tri-Services Future Warfare
Course from April 21

20-Apr-25

The second edition of the Tri-services Future Warfare
Course will be conducted in Delhi from April 21 to May
9, focusing on the impact of technology on warfare and
necessitating a reevaluation of military strategies and
doctrines. This enhanced three-week course, guided by
the Integrated Defence Staff and the Centre for Joint
Warfare Studies, aims to prepare senior officers for
modern combat challenges, promoting jointness
among the services. Participants will include a diverse
range of military ranks and representatives from the
indigenous defense industry, fostering discussions that
align operational priorities with local capabilities. This
initiative reflects India's commitment to shaping a
future-ready defense force capable of navigating
complex warfare landscapes.

Indian Air Force Joins Multinational
Exercise Desert Flag-10 in UAE

20-Apr-25

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has deployed a contingent to
the UAE's Al Dhafra Air Base for Exercise Desert
Flag-10, running from April 21 to May 8, 2025. This
premier multinational air combat exercise includes
forces from Australia, Bahrain, France, Germany, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Turkey, the UK, and the US.
The IAF is showcasing its MiG-29 and Jaguar aircraft,
aiming to enhance interoperability and share best
practices among the world's leading air forces. This
participation highlights India's commitment to
strengthening defense ties and military cooperation in
the region, reinforcing its strategic partnerships with
allied nations.

Terrorism and Counterterrorism

Four Maoists linked to C-60 commando's
killing arrested in Gadchiroli

20-Apr-25

Four hardcore Maoists linked to the killing of a C-60
commando in February were arrested in Gadchiroli,
Maharashtra. Among the arrested are Sailu Muddela,
carrying a Rs 20 lakh reward, and his wife, Jaini
Kharatam, with a Rs 16 lakh reward. They were found

conducting reconnaissance for further attacks and are
involved in multiple criminal activities, including
murders and encounters. The local police emphasized
the commitment to intensify anti-Maoist operations in
the region, showcasing the Indian security forces'
determination to combat insurgency and enhance
public safety in affected areas.

Joint Forces Arrest 11 Insurgents, Seize
Weapons in Manipur

20-Apr-25

Eleven insurgents were arrested in Manipur, with arms
and ammunition seized during intensified joint
operations by the Army, Central paramilitary forces, and
Manipur Police. The detained militants, linked to various
outfits including Kangleipak Communist Party and
United National Liberation Front, were involved in
extortion and other criminal activities. Recent meetings
between top Army officials and the Governor
emphasized the need for heightened security in the
northeastern region. This crackdown demonstrates
India's commitment to maintaining law and order in
regions plagued by militancy, reflecting an effective
strategy to counter insurgency and ensure stability.

Pakistan and Afghanistan Unite to Curb
Cross-Border Terrorism

20-Apr-25

Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to prevent cross-
border terrorist attacks, affirmed during a visit by
Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister to Kabul. The talks
focused on enhancing bilateral relations through
security cooperation, emphasizing mutual responsibility
in combating terrorism. This agreement follows
heightened tensions and recent violent exchanges
between the Taliban and Pakistan over militant
activities. While the accord is a positive step towards
regional stability, its success hinges on ongoing
diplomatic engagement and overcoming deep-rooted
mistrust. India's strategic interests in the region could
be further secured by fostering its own alliances and
monitoring the implementation of this accord, which
may impact the operational landscape of terrorist
groups.
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Mil Personnel & Veterans

Yashas: India's Solution to Pilot Training

Needs

20-Apr-25

The Yashas, formerly known as Sitara, has been
rebranded by HAL as a potential replacement for the
retiring HJT-16 Kiran trainers, addressing India's pilot
training gap. Despite past technical challenges and
delays, the Yashas has recently passed crucial spin
tests and is designed to enhance flight safety and
stability. With plans for export and a focus on self-
reliance, HAL must expedite production and
certification to deliver 85 aircraft by 2027, crucial for
IAF's operational readiness amidst regional threats.
Successful implementation of the Yashas could bolster
India's aerospace capabilities and position it as a
reputable aircraft manufacturer globally, aligning with
the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision.

Inside Gaganyaan: IAF's Angad Pratap on
Astronaut Training

20-Apr-25

Group Captain Angad Pratap, an astronaut-designate
for India's Gaganyaan mission, shared insights into his
rigorous training journey, emphasizing perseverance,
mental toughness, and physical fitness. His preparation
includes extensive studies, aerobatic training, and
various demanding physical activities like scuba diving
and marathon running. Pratap highlighted the
importance of contributing to Indian science and
expressed excitement about viewing Earth from space.
His message underscores the high standards of the
Indian Air Force and the national commitment to
advancing space exploration, showcasing India's
growing capabilities in the aerospace sector and
inspiring future generations to engage in scientific
endeavors.

Miscellaneous

IAF's Surya Kiran Team enthralls Ranchi
with stunning tricolour show.
20-Apr-25

The Indian Air Force's Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team
(SKAT) captivated audiences with a spectacular

tricolour display during an air show in Ranchi, attended
by thousands, including Defence Minister Sanjay Seth.

The two-day event aimed to inspire youth and foster
interest in aviation, featuring dynamic maneuvers and
formations by the nine aircraft. Despite adverse
weather conditions on the previous day affecting three
jets, the team showcased its renowned skills,
celebrating its motto "Sadaiva Sarvottam." Such
outreach initiatives not only promote pride in the armed
forces but also encourage future generations to
consider careers in aviation and defense, reinforcing
India's commitment to cultivating a robust defense
culture.

Celebrating 50 Years of Aryabhata: India's
Leap into Space

20-Apr-25

India celebrates the 50th anniversary of its first
satellite, Aryabhata, launched in 1975 with assistance
from the USSR. Although it encountered a power failure
after five days, Aryabhata successfully transmitted
valuable data, marking India's entry into space
exploration and establishing a foundation for future
missions. This milestone recognized India as the 11th
nation to place a satellite in orbit, showcasing the
country's growing capabilities in science and
technology. The legacy of Aryabhata continues to
inspire India's ongoing advancements in space,
reflecting the nation's commitment to innovation and
exploration in the defense and aerospace sectors.

Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla to
join Axiom-4 mission to ISS in

May

20-Apr-25

Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla is set to fly to the
International Space Station in May as part of the
Axiom-4 mission, marking a significant milestone in
India's space exploration efforts. This mission,
following Rakesh Sharma's historic flight, emphasizes
operational readiness and global integration. Shukla's
experience will be vital for India's Gaganyaan program,
which aims for crewed space missions. The Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is also advancing
its collaborative projects, including launching the NISAR
satellite with NASA and the EOS-09 satellite,
showcasing India's growing capabilities and
commitment to becoming a leader in space technology
and international partnerships.

April 20,2025

Page 6

DefenceProfessionals.in Daily Update


https://wa.me/?text=%2AYashas%3A%20India%27s%20Solution%20to%20Pilot%20Training%20Needs%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AThe%20Yashas%2C%20formerly%20known%20as%20Sitara%2C%20has%20been%20rebranded%20by%20HAL%20as%20a%20potential%20replacement%20for%20the%20retiring%20HJT-16%20Kiran%20trainers%2C%20addressing%20India%27s%20pilot%20training%20gap.%20Despite%20past%20technical%20challenges%20and%20delays%2C%20the%20Yashas%20has%20recently%20passed%20crucial%20spin%20tests%20and%20is%20designed%20to%20enhance%20flight%20safety%20and%20stability.%20With%20plans%20for%20export%20and%20a%20focus%20on%20self-reliance%2C%20HAL%20must%20expedite%20production%20and%20certification%20to%20deliver%2085%20aircraft%20by%202027%2C%20crucial%20for%20IAF%27s%20operational%20readiness%20amidst%20regional%20threats.%20Successful%20implementation%20of%20the%20Yashas%20could%20bolster%20India%27s%20aerospace%20capabilities%20and%20position%20it%20as%20a%20reputable%20aircraft%20manufacturer%20globally%2C%20aligning%20with%20the%20Atmanirbhar%20Bharat%20vision.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AYashas%3A%20India%27s%20Solution%20to%20Pilot%20Training%20Needs%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AThe%20Yashas%2C%20formerly%20known%20as%20Sitara%2C%20has%20been%20rebranded%20by%20HAL%20as%20a%20potential%20replacement%20for%20the%20retiring%20HJT-16%20Kiran%20trainers%2C%20addressing%20India%27s%20pilot%20training%20gap.%20Despite%20past%20technical%20challenges%20and%20delays%2C%20the%20Yashas%20has%20recently%20passed%20crucial%20spin%20tests%20and%20is%20designed%20to%20enhance%20flight%20safety%20and%20stability.%20With%20plans%20for%20export%20and%20a%20focus%20on%20self-reliance%2C%20HAL%20must%20expedite%20production%20and%20certification%20to%20deliver%2085%20aircraft%20by%202027%2C%20crucial%20for%20IAF%27s%20operational%20readiness%20amidst%20regional%20threats.%20Successful%20implementation%20of%20the%20Yashas%20could%20bolster%20India%27s%20aerospace%20capabilities%20and%20position%20it%20as%20a%20reputable%20aircraft%20manufacturer%20globally%2C%20aligning%20with%20the%20Atmanirbhar%20Bharat%20vision.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AInside%20Gaganyaan%3A%20IAF%27s%20Angad%20Pratap%20on%20Astronaut%20Training%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AGroup%20Captain%20Angad%20Pratap%2C%20an%20astronaut-designate%20for%20India%27s%20Gaganyaan%20mission%2C%20shared%20insights%20into%20his%20rigorous%20training%20journey%2C%20emphasizing%20perseverance%2C%20mental%20toughness%2C%20and%20physical%20fitness.%20His%20preparation%20includes%20extensive%20studies%2C%20aerobatic%20training%2C%20and%20various%20demanding%20physical%20activities%20like%20scuba%20diving%20and%20marathon%20running.%20Pratap%20highlighted%20the%20importance%20of%20contributing%20to%20Indian%20science%20and%20expressed%20excitement%20about%20viewing%20Earth%20from%20space.%20His%20message%20underscores%20the%20high%20standards%20of%20the%20Indian%20Air%20Force%20and%20the%20national%20commitment%20to%20advancing%20space%20exploration%2C%20showcasing%20India%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20in%20the%20aerospace%20sector%20and%20inspiring%20future%20generations%20to%20engage%20in%20scientific%20endeavors.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AInside%20Gaganyaan%3A%20IAF%27s%20Angad%20Pratap%20on%20Astronaut%20Training%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AGroup%20Captain%20Angad%20Pratap%2C%20an%20astronaut-designate%20for%20India%27s%20Gaganyaan%20mission%2C%20shared%20insights%20into%20his%20rigorous%20training%20journey%2C%20emphasizing%20perseverance%2C%20mental%20toughness%2C%20and%20physical%20fitness.%20His%20preparation%20includes%20extensive%20studies%2C%20aerobatic%20training%2C%20and%20various%20demanding%20physical%20activities%20like%20scuba%20diving%20and%20marathon%20running.%20Pratap%20highlighted%20the%20importance%20of%20contributing%20to%20Indian%20science%20and%20expressed%20excitement%20about%20viewing%20Earth%20from%20space.%20His%20message%20underscores%20the%20high%20standards%20of%20the%20Indian%20Air%20Force%20and%20the%20national%20commitment%20to%20advancing%20space%20exploration%2C%20showcasing%20India%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20in%20the%20aerospace%20sector%20and%20inspiring%20future%20generations%20to%20engage%20in%20scientific%20endeavors.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AIAF%27s%20Surya%20Kiran%20Team%20enthralls%20Ranchi%20with%20stunning%20tricolour%20show.%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AThe%20Indian%20Air%20Force%27s%20Surya%20Kiran%20Aerobatic%20Team%20%28SKAT%29%20captivated%20audiences%20with%20a%20spectacular%20tricolour%20display%20during%20an%20air%20show%20in%20Ranchi%2C%20attended%20by%20thousands%2C%20including%20Defence%20Minister%20Sanjay%20Seth.%20The%20two-day%20event%20aimed%20to%20inspire%20youth%20and%20foster%20interest%20in%20aviation%2C%20featuring%20dynamic%20maneuvers%20and%20formations%20by%20the%20nine%20aircraft.%20Despite%20adverse%20weather%20conditions%20on%20the%20previous%20day%20affecting%20three%20jets%2C%20the%20team%20showcased%20its%20renowned%20skills%2C%20celebrating%20its%20motto%20%22Sadaiva%20Sarvottam.%22%20Such%20outreach%20initiatives%20not%20only%20promote%20pride%20in%20the%20armed%20forces%20but%20also%20encourage%20future%20generations%20to%20consider%20careers%20in%20aviation%20and%20defense%2C%20reinforcing%20India%27s%20commitment%20to%20cultivating%20a%20robust%20defense%20culture.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AIAF%27s%20Surya%20Kiran%20Team%20enthralls%20Ranchi%20with%20stunning%20tricolour%20show.%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AThe%20Indian%20Air%20Force%27s%20Surya%20Kiran%20Aerobatic%20Team%20%28SKAT%29%20captivated%20audiences%20with%20a%20spectacular%20tricolour%20display%20during%20an%20air%20show%20in%20Ranchi%2C%20attended%20by%20thousands%2C%20including%20Defence%20Minister%20Sanjay%20Seth.%20The%20two-day%20event%20aimed%20to%20inspire%20youth%20and%20foster%20interest%20in%20aviation%2C%20featuring%20dynamic%20maneuvers%20and%20formations%20by%20the%20nine%20aircraft.%20Despite%20adverse%20weather%20conditions%20on%20the%20previous%20day%20affecting%20three%20jets%2C%20the%20team%20showcased%20its%20renowned%20skills%2C%20celebrating%20its%20motto%20%22Sadaiva%20Sarvottam.%22%20Such%20outreach%20initiatives%20not%20only%20promote%20pride%20in%20the%20armed%20forces%20but%20also%20encourage%20future%20generations%20to%20consider%20careers%20in%20aviation%20and%20defense%2C%20reinforcing%20India%27s%20commitment%20to%20cultivating%20a%20robust%20defense%20culture.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2ACelebrating%2050%20Years%20of%20Aryabhata%3A%20India%27s%20Leap%20into%20Space%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AIndia%20celebrates%20the%2050th%20anniversary%20of%20its%20first%20satellite%2C%20Aryabhata%2C%20launched%20in%201975%20with%20assistance%20from%20the%20USSR.%20Although%20it%20encountered%20a%20power%20failure%20after%20five%20days%2C%20Aryabhata%20successfully%20transmitted%20valuable%20data%2C%20marking%20India%27s%20entry%20into%20space%20exploration%20and%20establishing%20a%20foundation%20for%20future%20missions.%20This%20milestone%20recognized%20India%20as%20the%2011th%20nation%20to%20place%20a%20satellite%20in%20orbit%2C%20showcasing%20the%20country%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20in%20science%20and%20technology.%20The%20legacy%20of%20Aryabhata%20continues%20to%20inspire%20India%27s%20ongoing%20advancements%20in%20space%2C%20reflecting%20the%20nation%27s%20commitment%20to%20innovation%20and%20exploration%20in%20the%20defense%20and%20aerospace%20sectors.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2ACelebrating%2050%20Years%20of%20Aryabhata%3A%20India%27s%20Leap%20into%20Space%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AIndia%20celebrates%20the%2050th%20anniversary%20of%20its%20first%20satellite%2C%20Aryabhata%2C%20launched%20in%201975%20with%20assistance%20from%20the%20USSR.%20Although%20it%20encountered%20a%20power%20failure%20after%20five%20days%2C%20Aryabhata%20successfully%20transmitted%20valuable%20data%2C%20marking%20India%27s%20entry%20into%20space%20exploration%20and%20establishing%20a%20foundation%20for%20future%20missions.%20This%20milestone%20recognized%20India%20as%20the%2011th%20nation%20to%20place%20a%20satellite%20in%20orbit%2C%20showcasing%20the%20country%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20in%20science%20and%20technology.%20The%20legacy%20of%20Aryabhata%20continues%20to%20inspire%20India%27s%20ongoing%20advancements%20in%20space%2C%20reflecting%20the%20nation%27s%20commitment%20to%20innovation%20and%20exploration%20in%20the%20defense%20and%20aerospace%20sectors.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AIndian%20astronaut%20Shubhanshu%20Shukla%20to%20join%20Axiom-4%20mission%20to%20ISS%20in%20May%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AIndian%20astronaut%20Shubhanshu%20Shukla%20is%20set%20to%20fly%20to%20the%20International%20Space%20Station%20in%20May%20as%20part%20of%20the%20Axiom-4%20mission%2C%20marking%20a%20significant%20milestone%20in%20India%27s%20space%20exploration%20efforts.%20This%20mission%2C%20following%20Rakesh%20Sharma%27s%20historic%20flight%2C%20emphasizes%20operational%20readiness%20and%20global%20integration.%20Shukla%27s%20experience%20will%20be%20vital%20for%20India%27s%20Gaganyaan%20program%2C%20which%20aims%20for%20crewed%20space%20missions.%20The%20Indian%20Space%20Research%20Organisation%20%28ISRO%29%20is%20also%20advancing%20its%20collaborative%20projects%2C%20including%20launching%20the%20NISAR%20satellite%20with%20NASA%20and%20the%20EOS-09%20satellite%2C%20showcasing%20India%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20and%20commitment%20to%20becoming%20a%20leader%20in%20space%20technology%20and%20international%20partnerships.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
https://wa.me/?text=%2AIndian%20astronaut%20Shubhanshu%20Shukla%20to%20join%20Axiom-4%20mission%20to%20ISS%20in%20May%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0AIndian%20astronaut%20Shubhanshu%20Shukla%20is%20set%20to%20fly%20to%20the%20International%20Space%20Station%20in%20May%20as%20part%20of%20the%20Axiom-4%20mission%2C%20marking%20a%20significant%20milestone%20in%20India%27s%20space%20exploration%20efforts.%20This%20mission%2C%20following%20Rakesh%20Sharma%27s%20historic%20flight%2C%20emphasizes%20operational%20readiness%20and%20global%20integration.%20Shukla%27s%20experience%20will%20be%20vital%20for%20India%27s%20Gaganyaan%20program%2C%20which%20aims%20for%20crewed%20space%20missions.%20The%20Indian%20Space%20Research%20Organisation%20%28ISRO%29%20is%20also%20advancing%20its%20collaborative%20projects%2C%20including%20launching%20the%20NISAR%20satellite%20with%20NASA%20and%20the%20EOS-09%20satellite%2C%20showcasing%20India%27s%20growing%20capabilities%20and%20commitment%20to%20becoming%20a%20leader%20in%20space%20technology%20and%20international%20partnerships.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D

Bangladesh Police seek Interpol notice for
ex-PM Hasina and 11 others.

20-Apr-25

Bangladesh Police have requested an Interpol red
notice for 12 individuals, including ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, who has been living in India
since fleeing after protests toppled her regime. The
request stems from ongoing investigations into
allegations of crimes against humanity linked to Hasina
and former officials. The interim government, led by
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, is determined to bring
Hasina back and has indicated potential international
intervention. This situation highlights the political
turmoil in Bangladesh and raises questions about
regional stability, as India hosts a key political figure
entangled in serious legal issues.

PM Modi to Strengthen India-Saudi Ties on
April 22 Visit

20-Apr-25

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to visit Saudi
Arabia from April 22-23, 2025, marking his third visit
since 2016. This visit underscores the strengthening
bilateral ties between India and Saudi Arabia, which
encompass  political, defense, and economic
cooperation. Following the recent visit of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman to India for the G20 Summit,
the upcoming meeting will further enhance their
strategic partnership, focusing on mutual interests
including trade and security. This illustrates India’s
commitment to strengthening ties within the region and
its proactive approach to nurturing international
relations, reflecting a robust foreign policy aimed at
ensuring regional stability.

Pakistan Denies Kulbhushan Jadhav Higher
Court Appeal Rights

20-Apr-25

Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian national imprisoned in
Pakistan, has been denied the right to appeal in a higher
court, according to Pakistan's Defense Ministry. Jadhav,
sentenced to death by a military court on espionage
charges, only received consular access following a
2019 International Court of Justice ruling, which
ordered Pakistan to reconsider his sentence. India's
stance remains that Jadhav was denied a fair trial and
was abducted from Iran, while Pakistan claims he was
arrested in Balochistan. Notably, Mufti Shah Mir, who
aided in Jadhav's kidnapping, was Kkilled recently,
highlighting ongoing tensions and complexities in this
case.

Aerospace Leaders Gather in India to Shape
Future Innovations

20-Apr-25

Global aerospace leaders convened at the 8th
International Conference on the Future of Aviation and
Aerospace (FoAA) in India, focusing on the nation’s
growing role in global supply chains and advancements
in technology such as EVtols and Al. Key discussions
highlighted India's ambition to capture 10% of the
global aerospace market, emphasizing indigenous
manufacturing and design capabilities. Experts
stressed the need for enhanced human capital and
regulatory frameworks to support this growth. The
event reinforced India's commitment to becoming a
leader in aerospace innovation while fostering
meaningful connections among global and domestic
players in the industry.

Air Works Marks 75 Years of Transforming
Indian Aviation

20-Apr-25

Air Works Group, a leading Indian MRO and aviation
services company, celebrates its 75th anniversary,
marking a significant milestone in the nation's aviation
industry. Founded in 1951, it has evolved from
maintaining vintage aircraft to providing comprehensive
MRO services, including a focus on defense aircraft
maintenance through partnerships with Boeing. The
company emphasizes its commitment to self-reliance
(Atmanirbhar  Bharat) by boosting indigenous
capabilities and has established a strong customer
base, including the Indian Air Force and Navy.
Leadership underscores that adaptability and a
dedicated workforce are key to their continued success
in a dynamic industry, ensuring Air Works remains
pivotal in India's aviation future.

India Joins Axiom Mission 4 to Explore
Tardigrades in Space

20-Apr-25

India, along with Poland and Hungary, is set to
participate in the Axiom Mission 4, marking its first
government-sponsored human spaceflight in over 40
years. IAF Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla will join
the mission, which includes ISRO's Voyager Tardigrades
project, focusing on the survival and reproduction of
tardigrades in space. These resilient creatures can
endure extreme environments, including the vacuum of
space, having survived previous missions. The research
aims to uncover molecular mechanisms of resilience
that could enhance our understanding of life in extreme
conditions and advance biotechnology, highlighting
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https://wa.me/?text=%2ABangladesh%20Police%20seek%20Interpol%20notice%20for%20ex-PM%20Hasina%20and%2011%20others.%2A%0A_20-Apr-25_%0ABangladesh%20Police%20have%20requested%20an%20Interpol%20red%20notice%20for%2012%20individuals%2C%20including%20ousted%20Prime%20Minister%20Sheikh%20Hasina%2C%20who%20has%20been%20living%20in%20India%20since%20fleeing%20after%20protests%20toppled%20her%20regime.%20The%20request%20stems%20from%20ongoing%20investigations%20into%20allegations%20of%20crimes%20against%20humanity%20linked%20to%20Hasina%20and%20former%20officials.%20The%20interim%20government%2C%20led%20by%20Chief%20Adviser%20Muhammad%20Yunus%2C%20is%20determined%20to%20bring%20Hasina%20back%20and%20has%20indicated%20potential%20international%20intervention.%20This%20situation%20highlights%20the%20political%20turmoil%20in%20Bangladesh%20and%20raises%20questions%20about%20regional%20stability%2C%20as%20India%20hosts%20a%20key%20political%20figure%20entangled%20in%20serious%20legal%20issues.%0ASubscribe%20to%20Defence%20Professionals%20Whatsapp%20Channel%20-%20https%3A//whatsapp.com/channel/0029VarBKikDJ6H7TQH3760D
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India's growing capabilities in both space exploration
and scientific research.

Nationwide Protests Erupt Against Trump
Policies and Actions

20-Apr-25

Thousands rallied across the US in a widespread
protest against Trump policies, organized by the activist
collective 50501, which coordinated over 700 events
nationwide. Demonstrators expressed opposition to
aggressive immigration enforcement, budget cuts, and
the administration's approach to international conflicts,
particularly regarding Gaza and Ukraine. Protests
highlighted concerns over civil liberties,
dehumanization of minorities, and environmental
protections, with specific grievances aimed at figures
like Elon Musk. Although turnout in major cities was
reportedly smaller than previous protests, the
geographic breadth of the events indicated growing
momentum against the administration’s policies,
reflecting widespread frustration among diverse groups
including migrants, federal workers, and civil rights
advocates.

Odisha CM and Spain Ambassador Explore
Industrial Ties

20-Apr-25

Odisha's Chief Minister, Majhi, met with Spain's
Ambassador, Pujol, to discuss enhancing industrial
partnerships, particularly in renewable energy,
metallurgy, textiles, and automobiles, reflecting Odisha's
emerging role as a mineral hub and investment
destination. The meeting highlighted recent
investments, such as a refractory manufacturing unit by
TIMAB Magnesium, and showcased Odisha's new
Renewable Energy Policy, inviting Spanish firms to
explore projects in solar, wind, and green hydrogen. The
dialogue underscored the state's skilled workforce and
industry-friendly policies, with both sides committed to
fostering long-term, technology-driven collaborations,
paving the way for significant economic growth and
international partnerships.

ISKCON Leader Condemns Bangladesh for
Hindu Leader's Murder

20-Apr-25

The killing of a Hindu leader in Bangladesh has sparked
outrage among the Hindu community in both
Bangladesh and India, with ISKCON Kolkata Vice
President Radharaman Das criticizing the Bangladesh
authorities for fostering an environment of fear among
minorities. India's Ministry of External Affairs expressed

deep concern, emphasizing the incident reflects a
"systematic persecution" of Hindus and urging the
Bangladesh government to protect minorities. The case
adds to the growing tension in India-Bangladesh
relations, particularly following the political shift from
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's leadership.
Efforts are underway by Bangladeshi police to identify
and apprehend the culprits, amid rising calls for
stronger protections for minority rights.

Military and CM Sukhu discuss Spiti Valley
airstrip proposal

20-Apr-25

General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Lt Gen Anindya
Sengupta, met Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhu
to discuss enhancing civil-military cooperation and
proposed constructing a dual-use airstrip in Spiti Valley
to improve connectivity and tourism. The meeting
underscored the Army's vital role in border security,
disaster management, and socio-economic initiatives,
including promoting border tourism and assisting in
humanitarian efforts. The discussions highlighted the
need for critical infrastructure projects that not only
bolster national security but also support local
development and emergency responses, reflecting a
strong partnership between military and civil
administrations in addressing strategic challenges in
border regions.

Indian Army Brings 4G and 5G Connectivity
to Ladakh's Border Villages

20-Apr-25

The Indian Army has launched a significant initiative in
Ladakh, providing 4G and 5G mobile connectivity to
remote border villages and high-altitude military posts,
including challenging areas like Siachen Glacier. This
project, achieved through collaboration with Telecom
Service Providers and local administration, enhances
soldier morale and transforms local economies by
bridging the digital divide, promoting tourism, and
improving access to education and healthcare. The
installation of a 5G tower in Siachen exemplifies India's
technological progress and commitment to national
development. This effort not only supports military
personnel but also empowers local communities,
resonating with the vision of Viksit Bharat for inclusive
growth by 2047.
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PM Modi Hosts JD Vance as They Explore
India's Heritage and Trade

20-Apr-25

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will host US Vice
President JD Vance and his family during their four-day
visit to India, focusing on enhancing India-US trade
relations. The Vances will visit key cultural sites,
including the Akshardham Temple, Amer Fort, and the
Taj Mabhal, highlighting India's rich heritage. Their
itinerary reflects a strengthened bilateral relationship,
with discussions anticipated on finalizing a trade
agreement. The involvement of senior officials from the
Pentagon and State Department underscores the
strategic importance of this visit in reinforcing
diplomatic ties and showcasing India as a crucial
partner in regional stability and economic collaboration.

Nehru's Policies and Their Impact on India-
China Relations in the 1950s

20-Apr-25

A recently declassified document from 1950-1959
reveals how Jawaharlal Nehru's policies towards China
contributed to the deterioration of India-China relations,
ultimately leading to the 1962 border conflict. Nehru's
approach of seeking diplomatic solutions and viewing
Aksai Chin as strategically significant to China
underestimated its importance to India, resulting in a
lack of military readiness and decisive action. This
historical analysis highlights the lessons learned from
Nehru’s idealistic vision of peaceful coexistence with an
assertive China, underscoring the need for India to
balance diplomacy with military preparedness in its
contemporary strategy towards China, particularly in
light of ongoing border tensions.

Protests in Sindh Target Hindu Minister
Over Canal Projects

20-Apr-25
A Pakistani Hindu Minister of State, Kheal Das
Kohistani, was attacked by protesters in Sindh

opposing the federal government's irrigation canal
projects, fearing reduced downstream water flow
critical for local agriculture. Kohistani's motorcade was
pelted with vegetables, but he remained unharmed.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned the attack,
vowing a thorough investigation and punishment for the
culprits. The proposed canals under the Green Pakistan
Initiative, supported by the government and military,
have sparked significant protests in Sindh, reflecting
regional tensions over resource allocation and
governance, highlighting the complex dynamics within
Pakistan's political landscape.

MCEME Showcases India's Aerospace
Prowess with ALH Training for Foreign

Trainees

20-Apr-25

In a significant demonstration of India's growing
aerospace capabilities, the Military College of
Electronics and Mechanical Engineering (MCEME) is
hosting practical training for six foreign trainees on the
Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH), also known as Dhruv.
This program highlights India's commitment to
international military collaboration and showcases its
indigenously  developed defense technologies,
reinforcing defense ties with friendly nations. The
training, part of the 12 TETTRA School initiative,
provides  hands-on  experience in  helicopter
maintenance and operational intricacies, reflecting
India's strategic focus on fostering technical excellence
in military aviation. Such initiatives not only enhance
India's defense reputation but also strengthen
geopolitical alliances through shared knowledge and
expertise.
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